Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



(, Google 



Al Pt II 



A S 



n,,,,-,r,Oi.Jc 



(, Google 



(, Google 



A 

BEIEF HISTORY 

CALCUTTA 
Jantiaiy 1830 

THB 

DiTE or ITS FODRDiTIOI 

TO 

December 1867. 



Calf ntta 

. p. Hoi 4 Oa, 67, 
Bjutiikck SiKisn 

1868. 
Price 4 annaa> 



o,Gooi^l>j 



(, Google 



PREFACE. 

The following brief narratire of the rise 
and progress of the Srahma Snmaj in 
Calcutta, was contributed to the " Indian 
Society" and is now republished at the 
desire of certain friends, with such additions 
and alterations as the short time, in which 
it was required to be brought out of the 
press in its present foinii permitted. 

0. L. P. 
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BEIEF HISTOfiT 

OT IHl 



Itahwa J^ttJttaj." 



The name of the fiaja B&m Mohan 'Bay, is too well 
known to need bd^ particular notioe in this brief narratiTe 
ottha rise and progress of the " SraAtna StMw;." la 
the ffiatorf of this country^, hia name will always be 
mentioned in glowing terms as the first Hindoo refor- 
mer, noce the advent of the Xogllsh into this couotry, 
to whose energetic esertiona, we owe the abolitioa 
of the tnbaman Suttee rite. He was the first native 
of rank and wealth of this country who pereonally 
set an example, hj his voyage to Eagland, of how to 
1»eak through the trammels of deep rooted prejudices. 
He was the first native of Bmgal, who assisted by his 
TCln&ble soggestiona the British Oovemment in carrying 
ont eertain political reforms that took place daring Lord 
Bentdnck's adminiitration of this ooantry. It was he 
who first made attempts to improve the Bengallee Ian- 
gnage. He wa» the flrat aatim, who eftebliBbed an iiide> 
pendent . £agUsh School for the ednoation of tbe 
childno, ef th» igtl It( wm be wjio first e/oU iimAti 
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fais ftttentioD towards the amelionition of tiie i«ltgioas 
condition of this benighted Ind, itnmergpd u it 
was, since the promulgation of the Punmio doctrines, 
in the gulph of superstition and false religioQ ; and 
the result of his endeavours towards that «nd, was ths 
eatablisdmeot of the "JSroAflM Ammo;," tiie subject of 
this brochure. 

He was bom in 1772, at Badhanngnr, a village 
in the District of Moorshedsbad, came into Calcutta 
in 1811, went to England in X6S0, and died at Bristol 
in 1838. 

In 1816 he established a Society for the purpow 
of spiritual improvement: "Its proceedings connsted 
simplj of the recitation of toxts from the Tedos and 
the uhaunting of Theietic bymus." This Society did not 
continue long owing to the attempts, made by the ortho- 
dox parlies, who were awakened to a sense of their 
danger hj the niunerous anti>idoUtrous pnblicatiou 
of the Bajah, to oppose him to carry out faia views of 
monotheism. But in spito of their feelings of indig< 
nation and attempts at opposition, he continued with 
unabated eeal and eameetneea to work out his plan of 
reform by the publication of books and tracts, exposing 
. the abaorditias of Poranio Idolatry and popular 
polytheism. 

la 1828 it the snggestioa of a few selecti friend^ 
vho used to attend with the Bajah the weekly 
prayw-mwtii^p, bold by Ser. W. jLdun, a Frotettant 
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UintoiurXi ^^o ^'^ I>mo eonYcrtod to Vnituian 
Chrigtiaoitj bj his influence, he Bgaia endtnonred 
to eatablkh a pny«r meetiog on s broader prindple for 
tb9 benefit not 00I7 of bin owe conntrjmeti but of til 
the children of Qod ; and with the sid of hit iikfluentikl 
friends {eome of whom were appointod u Truateoa 
of the building, dedicated to that purpose) uid bj tha 
grace of Him who ia the Father of all, snooeeded in 
inatituting the aame and secoring ita permaneocjr. 

In January 1880, the Baja founded the prajer meet- 
iDg, above referred to, which ia now called the Broltma 
b^Mmaj. Ita bnildiog stands on the Okt^orp road, at Jbr»- 
taalco of this city, where the Srakmoet meet ever; "Nl^ed- 
neaday evening for piirpoaea of worahip. The following 
extract from the Trust Deed, enterad into and executed 
by certain membera of the Sumof, ehewa that peepl* 
qf all torU and conditumt, vUkout dittinetiom at ta 
creed or color, may freely meet in the building for the 
apiritual and no otker mode of vorek^ of the Anthor 
and Preaerrerof the Univeree: — 

"To the nse of the said Boykoontonath Boy, Badha- 
peraad Boy, and Bomanath Tagore, or the anrriTor or 
aurvivors of them, or the heirs of ench aurrirar or their 
or hia aasigos ahall and do, firom time to time, and at all 
timet forever hereafter, permit and suffer the aaid 
mesauage or bnilding, land, tenements, hereditaments, 
and premitea, with their appartenancea, to be naod, 
oocopied, enjoyed, applied, and appropriated aa ud fi>r 
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^aptaetiifpi&Jiemeatiny afaU torti and deHriftmu ^ 
poDplf, intfOKf dartifKliMt, M BhftU behave and ooadaet 
themMlfw in an orderly, BoW, religtouB, and deroufc 

■^ tnanaer, fbr tfa« wordiip and adoratioo of the etenkU^ 
wuear^Us, and inunutaUe Being who is the Aathn 
aa^ Preaerrer of tbe TTniTerse, but oot under or bj 
naij' other same, deaiguAtion, or title peculiarly wui 
fbr and implied to anj particular Being or Bunga bf 
aoj man or aet of men whatooerer, and that no graven 

^ image, atatue, or sculpture, carfing, painting, picture, 
jiortrait, or the likenesa of anj thing Bhall be admitted 
within the eaid messuage, building, land, tenementa, 
hereditament and premises, aad that no sacrifice, offer- 
ing, or oblation of any kind or thing shall ever to 
permitted therein; and that no animal or living 
creature ehall, within or oh the said messuage, building, 
land, tenements, hereditament, and premises, be deprit* 
ed of life either for religions purposes or food, and that 
no eating or drinking, (except such aa shall be nece^ 
eary by any accident for the preserration of lif^) 
feasting or rioting be permitted therein or thereon' ; 
and thAt in coodacting the said worship and adoration, 
no object, animate or inaQimato, that has been, or ia 
or ihall hereafter become, or be reoognised aa an object 
of worship by any man or set of men, ehall be reriled 

' or dightingly or contemptnonily spoken of or allndad 
to either in preiohiag, or in the hymns or other node of 
. wocahip that mar be delirared or usod in the said 
laeMoag* or building; widthatui aermoa, piea<^ag 
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" diaconne, prKjn or hymns be deliTend.mide, or ued 
in BDcli worship, but such aa hiire a tendenc; to thd 
promotion of tlia contt-mplatioa of the Author and 
Presorrer of the Univereo, to the promotion ol charitj, 
moralitj, piety, beue»ol«nc^ virtue, and tie itrengtlm-' 
ing of the bond* of union behoem mmi of alt rtliffioM 
ferniationt and ereed$, and also that a person of good 
repute and well-knoirn for bis knowledge, piety, and 
morality be employed by the said tmsteea or the 
■urviTor or aurTiTora of them, or the heirs of such 
survivor or their or his asaigns, as a residebt Superin- 
tendent, and for the purpose of au peri n tea ding the 
worship so to be performed, as ia hereinbffore stated 
and expressed, and that such worship be performed 
daily or at least as often aa once in seTen days." 

The broad and catholic principle thus lud down for 
the obserrance of those, who assemble in the premises 
referred to, for purposes of worship, at onoe indicates 
that not the Ood of the Tedaa of the Bible, or of tb« 
Koran, but the God of all of them, t. 0. the One 
Supreme Buler of the Universe, to whom religionists 
of every and all descriptions pay homage, was intended 
to be adored by the Brahmoes. fiut the mode of 
worship, adopted by Raiiimohuii, led many to believe that 
the God of the Tedas anJ tlie Vcdas alone was adored 
\(j them. That mode of worship was as follows :— 

At the commencement of Divine Service, portions 
- eX the VpatkiAadt of the Tedaa and other Tedantic 
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antiioritiea Ten reid and exponoded, then foUowsd 
tbe reading of the religions discoorses, written hj Bain- 
mohun and h; his learned and nmoh respected coadjutor. 
Pundit Ram Chnndn Bidyabagis, and at the cloBe^ d»- 
-TOtional hymns were cbannted. 

It is a matter of regret that tiie erroneoni belief, 
above referred to, was entertaiaed, and reaolateljr sotad 
upon bf the members of the Sunutj for more than siiteen 
years after its foundation. Most likely Bammohua fol- 
lowed the ahoTe mode of worship from no other motire 
than that of adaptiag it to the necessities of the time. 
The Hindooa have all along rerered the Vedaa above 
all the religious works in Sanscrit, and it was more 
from that authority than from any other thiutra that 
Bammohun Boy tried t« maintain his Tiews of moao- 
tbeism, while he discussed the subject with the learned 
f undita of Bengal. He must have therefore consi- 
dered it proper and prudent to allow the Tedas to be 
read, and to expound passages from it to a congregation, 
composed of Hindoos only, though othera had free 
access to the aociety and did assemble there aometimea 
separately for worshiping the Deity. 

From the time the Kajah left Calontta for England 
to 1841, no activity or energy was manifested in the 
furtherance of the object of the Sttmt^'. His fiienda, 
and latteriy the lata well known Baboo Dwarkanath 
Thakoor alone aimply contributed towards defraying 
the neceasary expenaes of the Institution, and Faodit 
Bam Chondra Bidyabagis, regularly and wiUiD^y 
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dMchargttd the mioirtMial duties in accordinca with 

tii» e«Ubli»h»d mode of Divine Serrioe. The 3umaj 

loit its attnwtioM «od wm gradually drooping. 

Oapooed, u were the leading memborB of the orthodox 

Hindu community and apathatic, ai were the reat to 

ita intewBti, it wanfed the ud of one who could impart 

to it ngour and energy* aufficieot to orercome the 

difficulties lying in iU way to progreaa. And anoh an 

oM wat granted to it by Him who mleth tll^ 

in 1842 in Baboo Debendrauath Thakoor, bod of 

the abovementioned Dwarkanath Thakoor. He had 

. preTioualy ettabliahed a Society, (li under the name of 

the " Tutioi'jdhinM S*»r«,"forthepHrpoaeof enquiring 

"" into the truths of religion. This Society took up the 

cause of the Brahrna Sitmt^, and made ita chief object 

to propagate firahmoiam, by various means, among the 

higher and middle classes of Native society. An 

Anglo-Temacular School was founded in Calcutta, and 

subsequently removed to a village called Sunyioiati, to 

the north-east of the town of Hooghly, in which mueli 

attention was paid towards imparting a knowledge of 

the TTvanuhadt. Pour Saoscrit scholare wero sent to 

Benares to acquire a thorough knowledge of the Tedas, 

that they might qualify themselves as mioigtcrg of 

Brabmoism, and a monthly periodical was established 

aa the acknowledged organ of the Tattohodhinee Shuva, 

'(l}ThiBBi>det7WMeitabH9h»din 1842 and abolished b 1859. 
lU noathlf Sonra^, which wu Teally it* pride, ii now ander the 
M of the Bralkma Sumt^, 
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in which " elaborate, eTpoaitory and Tindic&torjr artiolea 
appeareii, vritten id & style oalculated to attract atten- 
tion." I'his paper was conducted hj Baboo Ukhoy 
Coomar Dntta, who, it is to be much regretted, ii still 
eufiering from an almost incurable disease, caosed chieflf 
by an overtaiatiiin of his mental facalties for a period of 
nearly 12 years in editing that Journal. His name ahontd 
be always remembered with feelings of gratitude and 
thaokfulnesH by the people of thia country for the laiting 
benefits he has conferred on them. The present improred 
state of the Bengalee langaage and the early progress 
of Brahmoitm are no small degree due to his indefatig- 
able exertioQS. It was about thia time or in 1813 that 
the following Brahmaic covenant* and th» formnllB* 
. of worship were adopted :— 

\/" BBA.HUAIO COTXMAKT. 

Offl. (2) 

Today being the day of the month ■■■ , 

in the year of Sakabda ■ — , I herewith embrace 

the Brahmaic faith. 

. \it Tow. 
I will worship, through love of Him and the perfor- 
' mance of the works He loveth, OoS the Creator, the 
Preserver and the Destroyer, the Gi»er of salvstioa, 
the ' Omuii^cieat, the Omnipresent, the Blissful, the 
'Good, the Formless, the One only without a second. 

' Litantim et TerbBtuu. 

(2) It meoDi Uia Creator, PreMrrer and Dmtroym of tlu 
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ind Vow. 
" I viU vonhip no ereated object «a the Ct»\er. . 

ird Vow. 
Except the day of sicknsM «r sf tribmbfciaa, OTcrf 
da/, the mind being nadiatorbed, I will engage it with 
love and reneration in God. 

«* VOK. 

■ I ir]1 '«ert to pwform righteous deeda. 
6fh Wow. 
I wifl be ooreM to abatain mywM from Ticiooa deedl- 

iih Tow. 

Jif tfarongh the ioflueace of paiaioii, I commit anj 

yiea^ tbui, wiBhing redemption froni i^ 1 will make 

myvelf cautioas not to do it aguo. 

1th Vow. 

Every year, and on the occasion of erery happy 

donestfle eVent of mine, I will bestow gifts apm the 

'Brahma Stmmg. 

Grant me, O Qoi ! power to observe the duties of 
this great faith. 

Om. 

ONE ONLY WITHOTTT A SECOND. 

JFOHaiULfi OF WORSHIP. 

I. 

Om / BepMriwd mvrenM to Him the Being DiTiiw, 
lAo is ia fii>e, who ill in -water, who is in plants and 
ifen, and who pwradetli sU the world. 
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II. 

Om I Qoi is Tros, Vus and lafinite. Se ii tlw 
Bliufnl, tha ImiD<ai«l, tbe HuiifiMt, «ll-good, tll- 
peMe, and iritbout % aaocnd. 

III. 

Ood !■ Omnipmeiit, Fare. Bodilru, azempt from all 
diieaae, nervelMs, tmmaonlato, impemoaa to nnholi- 
neaB} all-seeiDg, mind-regulating, above all, and aelf- 
«ziatent. He it ii that ever diapeoaeth tbeir reap«ctirs 
reqniaitea to Hia creatorea. By Htm had been created 
life, wind, all the aenaea, Aj, air. light, water and the 
■n-coDtaJDing earth. It ia throngh awe of Him, tb« 
lUD ahineth ; it ia through awe of Him, elooda, wind 
md flftiilj death are in motion. 

IV. 

Om / Salntation be to Thee, who art the Being 
trae aod the cauae of the world I Salutation be to 
Thee, the AJl-inteUigent, and the aupport of all- 
worlda I Salulstion be to Thee, who is without a second 
and the Beatoirer of aalvation 1 SalutatioQ be to tbo 
Supreme, the AH- pervading, and the Erer-lastiDg ! 
Thou only art the Protector.— Thou oaly art the Ador> 
able. — Thon only art the Supporter of the world and 
the Manifeat — ^Thou only art the '''reator, the Preserver, 
and Uin Deatroyer of the unirerae. — ^Thou only art tho 
Esoeltent, the Unmoriog, of pnrpoA immntabls. 
Thou art He wtuMn fearful obgeota fear, whom dreadAd 
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" objecti dread, the Aeylum of beings tnd the Fnrifier 
of purifiera. Thoa alone art the QoTemor of all 
exalted dignitiee in the earth, the moat Excellent of 
excellent ohjecta and the Preaerrer of preMrreri. We 
contemplate Thee ; we adore Thee ; ire salute Thee, who 
witnewest the world. We take refuge with 'ihee, who 
art the IVue, the One, the Dwelling ptaoe of all, the 
Vadepending, the Gtoreroor aod the Ship o! the Oeeaa 
of the World. 



Lead nte fiirth, Chd I firom turighteoiuDeH into 
righteooHDeia ; lead me forth from darkneaa into light ; 
lead me forth from death into Immortalitj, O Thou 
All-manifoBt I manifeet thfielf to me. Ood ! pro^ 
tect me erer with titf right face. 

n. 

O Oo^ / removing all my tranegresaiona, committed 
throogh in&tuaHon, and saring me from temptation, 
moke me da^ by da7 regardful to obey tby lawa and 
zealoas to contemplate, with lore and veneration th; 
endlesB glory, and Ihjr all^good, ^l>pure and all-bliaa- 
fnl nature, that I ma/ be enabled to atfaun folicitf , 
perfect and erer-laating. 

vn. 

God is the Creator, the Preserver and the' Dertrof er, 
preoeat in etrUi, ikj and heaTea ! We caotemplato fl» 
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sdoraUb power tnd glor^ of &e Being ZHrine, who 
Iwoaglit forth tha woild uid aeodetli ui thougbii. 

Tin. 

. Om / Ha tliA Oat sad ronnkis, knoving tlM o«e»< 
•ities of ia eteatarn, dispeasetti, through powvr mani- 
iald maay on ob^et of denn to them. He it is that 
pflrudeth the vwld from tJie brining to end. Lat Hua 
engage us la ealutary thoughts. 

ONB ONLT TTtTHOUT A 8B00KD. 

Baboo OebeBdrBBath Thakaor and hia oo^djntors' iin- 
bi^ily inkbibed alao the ecpwaeooa baUsf into which tbe 
■dherenta of E&mmobuM had pneuoiuljr falloi. JSaj 
ttnaaoaaly maintained that the Tedas, and tha Vedag 
aloM, wen the standard of their faith and principle. 
It was declared in their accredited Qrgao,that "the. Tedas 
WON tite eole foBodation of theic beliaV' -and that " tlw 
tmth o£ all other tiaitrva mnat be judged ^ AQcordiag 
to their agreement with them." Saren^ artidM 
.mnttea with great foree of vgumeit, liiidiaiting tha 
TadaDJtic doatrine^ aptpeared in tho nonthly J:OHri|al 
above refezred to. These were reprinted im IMBy in 
a ocdleeted form, and widely circulated. Thoa persia- 
tmtly they continued in their erroneoui belief till 
1B46, whea perceinog their <iirac, thejr dHiito4£wnu 
-Adrocatiiig Vedaatiam. 
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BnpiQ'^SBiirs the TedM at " the tola foa&jftlioB 
of their fiuth," Baboo* Debendra Nath Tbikoor ud hi^ 
^omdjutora proceeded to publish k work contftiiluig ^ 
«Qmpkt« ezpoiitioa of the priaciplei of thsir belief. 
About tkia time, the Bevd. 3. Malleoi, t MissiiJiuuT 
of the LondoQ MisBioaary Societj', addreased the SecK- 
t«j to the Titttobodhinee Shuva, requeetiog informatioa 
OQ cerUia points of Brahmaim. lbs npl/ to that 
reference, cootained the following passage: — 

" ne dootrines of the Brahmoea, tw ipirittial w«f 
"ebippen of God, whom I praaame job neaa bj 
"modem TedantiBta, are fbmded open a breader and 
" more nnezceptionable btuis than the Bcripturea of a 
"single retigioos denomination on Ute eertli, Tbe 
- " Tolume of Nature is open to all, and that toIum eon. 
. " taina « revelation clearly teaching, in strong and 
" lofpble characters, the great truths of religion and 
" morality ; and giving us as mnch knowledge tit our 
" atate after death, as ie neceBsarj for tbe attainment 
" of fUate bUaiedoaas, yeb adapted to the ^veent state 
*• flf Bar maxM booltiee. ]f ow, w the Hindu religion 



• The Baboo bu writtan in hU itflf to a ^t\m, ■iWr o w^J to 
Um hj BabM Eenib Anadar Baa pod Hnt oUxr iiiBR^aH of 
tto AxihM Amf ef In4ia. horn b* (aoni oat hit cfmtiMu* 
bltfitttti* 4<MbinM<>f T*dantliai, whioh inculcata puUuiim 
nd taaawnigraHoii sad umihilatioa of the SooL Both th* 
btur Mtd the nplj hart Um pnUiihed in tha 2WM«A>m* 
AMriM, Ho. SOa. 
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• notdoiu of Qoi and huinaii duty, wliidi coia' 
" aid« with that rcTcUtion, w« ha*o arailed ouraelvM 
"of eztncta from worka which are tha great deposi- 
" tariea of the national faitb, and which have the ad' 
"vantage of national aaaociation on their aide, for 
" diaaeminating the principlea of pure religion among 
** our couutry men. Ton will not find fullj the infor- 
" mation you are deairous to obtain about oar doctrineB 
" in the Tuttobodhinee Puttriea or in the reporta of the 
" Titttohodkinte Shitva ; the Brdkmm Shuvutj )\ayiag no 
*' reports, aa it is aimplf a meeting for the purpoaas of 
" worabip. The information you want may be obtainsd 
" from a work, wliich will eoon iaaue from the FreM. 
" Thia work coutains a complete espoaition of the prin- 
« ciplee by which we are guided in our religioua beUe£" 

The book above alluded to, waa published under the 
. title of the Brahma Dhurma in October 1850, and in 
it we find the following : — 

" The Being all excellent and imperishable, ho 
"gaineth who hnoweth Him, who ia abadowleaa, bodi- 
"leaa. colourleM, pure, and undying. He is anaceptible 
"of no physical use, aubject to no organ of action, 
"invisible, indefinable, indeacribable, beyond the world, 
"all peace, all goodneas, and without a second, tha 
-mtmtio^ belief in whose existence is the only proof 
«of it" 



• IlMnaliMBnoi 
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From tbe above extract, u well ■■ from tbe repl; to 
Bf*d. Hr. Hulleoii' letter, it is evident that the 
Br&hmoea, after ubaDdaning tbe principleB of the Tedai ' 
considered tbe Book of Nature and Intaition as tbe 
basia of their faith. The; have never lince for- 
■aken that Book, nor diitbeheTed in the efficacy of 
lotuitioQ. Their writiuga la their accredited monthlj 
jourutl, indicate only a greater adheranca to the former 
from 1818 to 1856. and to the latter from 186U to 1863 ; 
but Aere is nothing on record to show that thej have 
abandoned the volume of Nature and rested their faith 
on tbe " Kock of Tntnition" in later days, as is believed 
in certain quarters. Ob the contrary, the following 
■entencee in the revised edition of the Brahma Dhumaf 
published in J 884, prove that their belief in both is aa 
firm as ever : — 

" He boa imprinted on this pbjeical world and in the . 
mind of man Hia purity and goodueas." 

"The groat truths which were establisbei in days 
of yore by the sages of India, and the instrnctions 
given by tbem regnrding the knowledge gained by 
Intuition, bare been embodied in the first part of this 
book." 

Though the Brahmoea still ndbere to the belief 
which they held twenty yean ago, yet from their avowed 
declarations, quoted btlow, it ia evident that Br^maism 
is prt^ressive with tbe advancement of knowledge. 
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Thej dedUe tbat * tTie religioas eoQiJitioti of mu is 
" progKbdive like th* otfaer parts of bia ccndition in thik 
** worH.** tbey further wy j — 

" We don't meui that we have kaowfi all thht ir* 
" requiTO to know of rriigion. All the trutk* wbfoh 
"bAve been hitherto ascertained, and all thoee 1|hat may 
" be bereafter eat&bliahed, are equally aceeptable by na." 

During the yeara 1847 to 1353, tbe Brahma Sitmtff 
progreaaed ooaaiderably, and the members succeeded i a 
Mtablishing Branoh Sum^at at Bhawmnipore, Uidoa- 
poK, KriehDagore, ChiUBurah, Burdwan, Dacca, 
Tipperab, Mymenaing, and other placet. This pro- 
grees, it must be acknowledged, is due partly to the 
education which tbe Nntive youths receive at the 
Engliah acboola, and partly to the exertions, made by 
tlie Brahmoes to extend the principles of their Faith. 



Th6 Brahma Dhurma, as well as the several si 
preacbed at the different Brahma Sumajei, tbe lectures 
on Brahmaitm, delivered at certain public meetings, and 
tbe religroTiB discutwions, published in tbe above journal 
up to 1858, clearly elucidate tbe doctrines of the Brahma 
Theology. From these lectures and publications, the 
beat portion of wbich has been written by Baboo finja. 
NaraiD Boae to whom the Brahma community is greatly 
indebted for his persevering exertions for more thun 20 
years to propagate BrahmaUm, we gather the following, 
which may be conaidered as a synopsis of the whole : — 
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^ I.— The Book of ITatur* ud Intnitioii form tk« 
buia of the Brthmaio &ith. 

IT. — Although the BrahmoM do not coiuidor an; 
book, written bf num ai the buU of their religioo, 
yet they do Moept, with reapect and pleaaQre,aoj tnik' 
contained in any book. 

III. — The Brahmoea believe that the religious oondi- 
tion of man, ia prt^reuiro like the other parts of hia 
cooditioo io thia world. 

ly.— They believe that the fandamental doetrioea 
of their religion, are at the bam of every reUgion, fi>l- 
lowed by man. 

T. — ^They beliere in the eziatenee of One Supreme 
God — " a Qod, endowed with a dietinot pertonati^, 
^ moral attributes equal to His nature, and intelligenoe 
befitting the Governor of the noiverae," and worship 
Him — Him alone. They do not believe in His i&cama< 
tions. 

VI. — They believe in the immortal!^ and progressive 
state of the Soul and declare that there m a "state of 
coaacii^us existence snoceediog life in this world, and 
suplementary to it, as reapeota tbe action of the uni- 
versal moral government." 

VII. — They believe that repentance ia the only way 
to atonement and salvation. Tbey do not recognise 
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taj other mode of nconcilement to the offended but 
loriog Pftther. 

Till. — Thef pray for tpiritmal wslfm, and belian 

in the ^Mcy of inch prayers. 

IX — Thej belisTfl in the FroTidential car* of A* 
Dirine Father. 

X. — Hey arow that love towmrda Him, and peHbm- 
ing the works He loTetb, constituteth Hie wonhip. 

XI. — They recognize the neoeaaity of publio worahip, 
hot do not believe that tiiey cannot hold oommunioQ 
with the Great Father without resorting to any fixed 
pUce at any filed time. They maintain that " we can 
adore Him at any time and at any place, provided that 
time and that place are calenlated to compose and 
direct the mind towards Him." 

XII. — They do not believe in pilgrimagea, but hectare 
that holineiia can only bo attained by elevating and 
purifying the mind. 

XIII. — They do not perform any rites or ceremoniea, 
or bulieve in penances, as instrumental in obtaining the 
grace of Qod. They declare that moral Hghteousneaa, 
the gainiug of wisdom, Dirine contemplation, charity 
and the cultivation of devotional feelinga, are tbeir 
rites and ceremonies. They further say, govern and 
regulate your feelings, discharge yonr duties to Ood 
and to man, and yon will gain everlasting bksaedneia ; 
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purify 701U hesrt, eultlr&te dsrotional feelinga, ud 
yoa will BM Him who ia Unseen. 

XIV. — Tbeoreticallj, there is no distinction of caste 
StnoDg tbe Brahmoes. They declare that we sre all 
the children of Qod, and, therefore, mnit consider 
onrseWee as brothers and sisters. 

From the abore, it will b* evident that Saja Bun 
Hi>hua B07 notwithstanding the AOQuteiHtcting in- 
flnencn, exerted against him bjr tbe orthodox Hindoo 
commnnit;, establiahed a church on principles the most 
catholic and broad, and that he did not live to do 
more. We owe the formation of the Brahms oommu- 
nitji the adoption of the present aasectarian formuln 
of worship and the wide propagation of the Brahmaie 
dootrines chiefly to Baboo Debendro Nath Tbakoor, whof' 
has been working with tinremitting seal and peraover- 
ance for the spiritual wel&re of his countrymen 
during the last quarter of a century. May he live long 
and continue in his useful serrices to bis conntry ! 

We may meDtion here what is often said of the 
sectsrian character of the "Srahma Sumof." It ia 
said that the principles on which it has been based, do 
not admit of the formation of any particular sect of 
worshippers. Any number of penions without any 
distinction, can assemble in the church and conduct, 
Dirine Serrice in any form conformable to those prin* 
ciples. ^e present rules and practices of the Sumaj 
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■re Dot qnite in keeping irith the same. We tber»- 
fore hope its leading members will take thia point into 
conaideratioD. 

Prior to 1869, the exertions of the SraJuiuMt wers 
directed more towards enlighCemng their countrymen 
than to the carrying out of the nforms which were bo 
much needed. The bodiog members then, were of opi- 
nion that the time for introducing the neoeasary social 
reforms was not yet oome. At the instance of name 
sealous young members, meetings were occaaionally 
held for the purpose of adopting the best means of 
acting up to tbteir conTictiona. But the result of 
such meetings was alwayi in faroc of the oot^rrattTM. 
Now these moTemente, though they did not [iroduce uiy 
immediate effects upon the Srakma Society, yet tended 
to prepare some to undergo the trials of reformers and 
to awaken in many, a strong deaire to repudiate Ido- 
latory altogether. 

In 1859, aa enthneiaatic and energetic youth of mor« 
than ordinary talenti, joined the Srahma Sumaj. Be 
had previously established a Society for the cul- 
tivation cf religious feelings. At thia Society, he used 
to deliver sermuna extempore in EogHah. The mem- 
bers of this Society also joined the BrahvM 3umy\ 
A Sunday scbool was opened in which lectures on Br'ah- 
maism, were dtlivcred by him in EDglisb, and in Ben- 
galee by Baboo Debeobro Nath Tbakoor. Publio 
lectures were also given by the former in Engliah from 
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fima to tiBM. Tbit youth hj hii d«rotod iMl ud «n< 
ikiag tnergf , gaiMd £k a tinb a gvMt aKaB^eBCf ta 
fth* MnAmm Am^: HMt of bii aaggntMf for tka 
feettar iBtorool aKnagemeDt of the Skm^' and for Uu 
wider fprwd of its dootrinM, von adopbed. He wv 
Tery oager to tarry into pmctioa the Tarioia reform* 
vbioli ikt Brakmoei had beea ditcuBaing for aometimo 
bofor*. And it waa ha who indaced Baboo Debeadro 
N*tb Tb«ko« to perform in open violatioa of the ritea 
«ad eeremoaies, obeerved oo sueb oocaatona bj hie 
•oHBtrjmea, the nuptial eeremoof of a daughter 
is aoeordanoe with the teneti of Brahmaiam. Thie 
BMrriM^ waa oelebrated without meeting ai^ 
vi^ent oppoution from tiie ortho-dox partiea. Thanka 
to the British Go7erDaient for the freedom we eojof ! 
Hia SHOoeaiful attaek on a time honored practice of 
the Hindoofl, greati; eooouraged the youthful coadju- 
tor of Baboo Debendro Natk Thakoor. He thea perae- 
veriogly and reaolutely introducod changes in the ritae, 
obaerred on occasiona of child birth, death <bo. But Ao 
sew mode of performiog ceremoui^a, adopted by Baboo 
Debendro Nath and bis young co-luborer, which differed 
ft-Oin the old in being aimply direated of the Idolatreut 
pirt of the latter, caused much disaatiiifactioD among 
ike more intelligettt and elderly portion of the Brah- 
BM ootnmuBity; who Were of opinion that the reli- 
gioDt ceremoniea, obaerred in this laud, eonld not aim* 
plj by the removal of the Hindoo Idola and the substi- 
tntioaof theworahipof the Great Father of aU, lie made 
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conlbnnable to reason and re Sued taste ; that a thorough 
change wan n^ceesarj and that nothing which UToarel 
of superstition or was Hksl; to become hereafter the 
thesouroeof it, ahould beretaioed. Thie diffoceneo of 
opinion greatly embittered the feelings of the (wv 
parties for some time and resulted st last into schiam. 

The youth, we tiave been alluding to, is the well-known 
public aoeaker Baboo Eesab Chnnder Sen, His Ardonr 
for refurra,waa en greftt that be could no longer agree wiUt 
Baboo Debendro Nsth Tbakoor as to the necesaity {or 
delnying the adoption of measures for the abolition of 
caate distinctions. He accordingly countenanced aD 
inter-ran rriflge, *'. *. marriage between two persons bom 
of two different castes He then urged the neoeseity oT 
adopting another step for abolishing caste diatinctiou 
by Buggeatiiig that those who would conduct Dinn* 
Service in ths Calcutta Brahma Sumaj, should throw 
off the sacred thread, which di^-tinguishes ihe Brahmin 
from the Sudra. But Baboo Debendro Nat'i Thakoor . 
thought it ineipedicDt to give his assent to such an 
extreme measure imd accordingly eipresoed his dia- 
spprobation of the same in reply to a letter, addressed 
to him by Baboo Eesub Cbunder Sen and some of his 
friends. Both the letter and the reply were published 
in the Tuttobodhinee Puttriea No. 2di. These and 
other circumstances, caused unhappily a breach between 
the chief leaders. 

It may not be considered out of place to state here 
that the younger advocate of Brahmalsm, did all in hit 
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power to paa tha Sfinpatlif of ibe Brakmrn eoB- 
nnnilj. He dtlitered eloquent aod elabonte lecture* 
on tha oeeessitj of aocial refurm, exerciMd kdmirablj 
his poverg of eloqueaoa at monster meetings, held lor 
the purpose of deftsoding his conduct in ri.'lstioa to 
matters, besring on the djfiereuce between him aud 
Baboo Debendra Nath Tbakoor aud organiied a separate 
■ooietf for the dissemination of Brahmoic doctrineB 
as also another where the representativee of alt 
the Brakwta Samaja* in Bengal could meet to forward 
the interests of the Brahma Societj. Thai on he 
oontioned with unswerving perseverance and onabated 
xeaL In the latter part of 166(t, he established a so* 
ciety noder the name of the Braikma Sumaj of India 
with the view of making it the centre of all tho Sumofet 
in tbe country. He has trsvelled to the North Western 
Provinces, Ifadras, Bombay and several other places for 
the purpose of propagating Brahmoism. He is constuitly 
eDdeavonring to spread that Faith thronghout thta 
f eainsuta. During tbe last few years, he has been 
flooeeaiful in celebrating more than four Srahma inter> 
marriages. Unhappily these marriages have not been aa 
jet legalized. We must mention here also that through 
the influence and exertions of Baboo Debendra 2f atb 
Tfaakoor 7 or 8 JBrahma marriages between persons bom 
of the same caste, have been celebrated upto December 
1B67. These marriages also remain to be legalised. 
Blanks to those, who had the moral courage to many in 
accordance with the Brahmaic ritual. They have indeed 
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Mt cxMiptw of BcUng up to ODo's owB coqvictiou, 
In dw oooKqaenceB vbst tbe; ma; in thie world. 

^e exertnona of Baboog Eetaab Chuniier 8>n and liia 
{Hendi b&ve been siso directed towardi the ameliora- 
tion of the much deplorable condition of the women 
of Bengal. Mao^ » gentle woman has twen already' 
unsbuUed from the thraldom of debuing Superstition 
Wid Idolatry. These ladies, instead of spend- 
ing tbejr time like their sistera and mothers iu idle 
liasaip. <Aildish amusements, or in elandering 
people now devote their leisure hours to read- 
ing, writing needle wori( and auch like useftil em* 
l^ymenU. Sqma of them have already composed 
{in BengalM of course) admirable poetical lines and 
Iwautifwl DMiteOQ^ in prose. These ladies join tb« 
^■ahiooes in worshiping the common Father of all, 
Mung of C(>4<rse their seata sometimes behind screens 
wd BoneitJmeB in lepante rooms. 

The social reforms thus effl»cted by tiie Btahasst 
speak greatly in their &rour. With Mie dem^tiMi «f 

I' Idolatry, will disappear the source of many iianeMl- 
ijaes, which asp the Tery foundation of the social fabric 
of Bengal "W^ere we to write on the evils, rsaulkjng 
from the various forms of Superstition and Idelaby 
prevalent in this benighted land, we conld ffi) uy • 

' volume of no ordinary sise. nsnks to the firahmoM 
who bavei exertedi aixd ue still exectu^ to e 
those erils. 
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mie Bnbmoe morement bu aapplied a grett deMar- 
■Ami of the Hindoo Society, tb« denieratum of the 
nonl edooation of the people in general by establiah- 
isg in different parte of the countrj, public place* for 
worabiping the Deity, wbere sacli Soul-BtirriDg aermoiie 
aa are calculated to develop BufGcieotlf the moral and 
religious feelings of tboae that aasemble there, ahould 
be delireied, , 

^e Brahmoea bare eonfened another moral adrao* 
tage on their country-men. They direct the attention 
of many youths, ooming out from Colleges and 
schools, by Sunday school lectures, to the highest inter- 
ests of man and thus try to save them from the paib of 
Tic« and corruption, to which alaa ! their wayward 
Imitben are not unfrequeatly led. May the Brsbmoet 
extend their useful IsboiB thzonghoot Uie length ind 
breadth of this coontiy. 



(, Google 



(, Google 



List of the places in which Srahstnh Surname* 
have been established. 



Bengal 

Bareepore 

Sulloobatee 

Bfaowampon 

Behala 

Bard wan 

Bydabatty 

BackerguDge 

Burrieal 

Bogriorah * 

Bhuatura 

Btrfhampora 

Bagcburrab 

Bussooah 

Beauleah 

Calcutta 

Cuttack 

Coomtnilla 

Coouugur 

Ch u o d uD nugur 

Chitr.agoiig 

CbiiiKonrah 

Buttopookep 

Birghasooie 



Presidency. 

Dacca 

Furreedpore 

HulleeBubur 

Jc-laaor« 

Jcsaoro 

Krisbnngur 

Moodeealee 

MiiJnapore 

Meherpore 

Mj'meiiijiuB- 

Noadapara 

Ncbodliia 

Pubna 

Pootooree 

Ba m k rtab Dapon 

fiuDgpore 

Sylbet 

^ntipoK 

Serampore 

Sataragaches 

Tippirah 

Take^ 



Madras I^esidency. 



Mi.,„«, 

Bombay Presidency. 

llouibar 

North Western Provinces. 

^laiiabad I r „l, 

^^'" I Laokoow 
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